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R9L TECHNOLOGY

A FRAME THAT ENCOURAGES YOU TO PEDAL FURTHER

Ride farther and more comfortably with PROFORMAT

R9L is a bike that can take you great distances in maximum comfort . 

Together with the rhythm from the frame structure that is the signature 

of this frame, let the bike roll freely with the lossless methods of 

PROFORMAT. PROFORMAT has been used to optimize every detail on 

this frame, redeveloping the fundamental technology and refining the 

shape. We gave the right amount of stiffness to the right spots to offer 

an ideal ride feel and strength with the minimum amount of material. 

This allowed us to manufacture an even lighter frame than before, 

reducing the frame weight to 940g in the 480mm size.

The result of the PROFORMAT analysis is to minimize the loss of 

propulsion force. The stiffness in every detail and the whole balance 

of the frame contribute to the suppleness of the bike. The whole frame 

absorbs vibration while keeping the rear triangle from being twisted, 

transferring as much of possible of your pedaling power to the road 

and ensuring the pedaling, momentum, and all the force provided is 

transferred to propulsive force. The sleek frame uses flat tubes to offer 

a perfect balance of stiffness and suppleness. Our design team has 

fully refined the ride feel, making it smoother and more comfortable, 

and minimizing its speed loss.

The detailed shape and construction.

We reconsidered the specs of the components. The bike now comes 

with wide 25C tires and has a tire clearance that can house 28C tires 

at the maximum. The seat post is 27.2mm in diameter and offers 

compliance. We redesigned the fork with a gentle curve and thin blades 

to reduce the vibrations from the road. The back curve of the fork is 

more gentle than the front. We designed the shape to make the fork fast 

and with an attractive, sleek look.

The total design that reflects our design philosophy

The frame was also designed with many curves to give a gentle 
impression. The curves are not only visually attractive, but are 
functional as well. Also, its appearance has been further improved by 
new design choices such as removing the lower crown race from the 
fork, and re-routing the wiring.
The color scheme expresses the design using the graphics. The 
accent color on the downtube indicates the stiffness of the lower 
frame, the one on the flat toptube symbolizes the compliance and 
the one on the chain stays realizes the asymmetrical design.

Embodies sophistication both in ride and manufacturing.

The R9L offers comfort throughout a 200km long ride. This long-
distance road bike rides comfortably and keeps the rider fresh, 
all thanks to PROFORMAT. The image of sophistication we had in 
developing R9L, can now be felt in its ride and in the bike structure 
itself. Feel this effectiveness and comfort on your next long ride.

Curved front fork

The front fork features a curving design 
for better vibration damping. By changing 
the curvature between the front and back, 
it shows a sharp look. The fork blades 
connect to the fork crown that integrates 
the lower bearing cup and offers the best 
vibration damping.

Flat seat stays

Flat seat stays to absorb vibration and 
combined them into a mono stay to 
connect to the front triangle. Then we 
used PROFORMAT to analyze how much 
bend was necessary for  the proper 
amount of compliance. Like the front fork, 
the seat stays gradually curve to connect 
with the toptube.

Sophisticated downtube

The frame features a curving design which is noticeable on the downtube. The curvature 
starts from the fork crown to the downtube while retaining stiffness. Compared to previous 
models, the lateral stiffness of the front is stiffer and its vertical compliance remains the same.




